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Agency Reports Criteria
In LOFT’s review of statutes, a “required report” meets the following criteria: 
  An informational product submitted to the Legislature in response to a specific 

statutory requirement
• includes annual reports, status reports, strategic plans, expenditure reports, 

advance notices, performance reviews, and reports of findings. 
 Reporting requirement applies to a State agency, board, task force, or commission. 
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Evaluation Type:
evaluation Report name

KEY OBJECTIVES 

4

This evaluation was guided by four key objectives:

1. Compile a list of all reports that are statutorily required to be submitted to 
the Legislature.

2. Assess the level of agency compliance with mandated reports. 
3. Determine whether the mandated reports are serving their intended 

purpose.
4. Identify opportunities to improve efficiency and effectiveness of reporting.



REPORT FINDINGS 

Finding 1: There are More than 500 Reports Required of Agencies, 57 of 
Which are Obsolete
Finding 2: Lack of a Centralized Reporting System Limits Ability to 
Determine Agency Compliance
Finding 3: Inconsistent Compliance Inhibits Agency Accountability and 
Limits Legislative Awareness
Finding 4: A Centralized Online Filing System Would Create Accountability, 
Improve Usability of Reports, and Simplify Agency Compliance
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This evaluation resulted in four findings:
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510 Total Agency Reports 
Required in Statute

57 Obsolete Reports

453 Total Current Agency 
Reports Required in Statute
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Reports Per Recipient

“Other” may include:
 Office of 

Management and 
Enterprise Services

 State Treasurer
 Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court
 State Auditor and 

Inspector
 Attorney General
 State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
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Legislative Report Recipients



State Government

Schools

Public Health



Method of Delivery
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FINDING 2: Lack of a Centralized Reporting System Limits Ability to 
Determine Agency Compliance

114
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The State Filing System is Rarely Used as Envisioned.
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28

453

Reports Received

Reports Expected

State Filing System
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LOFT Survey: “Is your agency required, by law, to submit reports
to the Governor or the Legislature?”
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8 U.S.C. § 1621
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LOFT Survey of Compliance with the
Oklahoma Indigent Health Care Act
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LOFT Survey of Compliance with the
Oklahoma Indigent Health Care Act
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“The Oklahoma Department of Securities was unaware of 
56 O.S. § 71 until receipt of this survey request.”

-Department of Securities
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LOFT Survey of Compliance: Agency Responses



“Being made aware of this statute, we’ll ensure compliance with it.” 
-Council on Law Enforcement 

Education & Training
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LOFT Survey of Compliance: Agency Responses
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5 key purposes for reports to the Legislature: 

Agency Accountability     
Legislative Awareness   

Budgeting     

Evaluation     

Planning      
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Key Takeaways from Case Studies:



On or before November 1 of each year, the 
Office of Management and Enterprise Services 
shall develop and publish a multi-year trend 
analysis of the state's budget outlook. 
(62 O.S. § 49) 

The usefulness of 
mandated reports 

should be evaluated 
periodically.
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Key Takeaways from Case Studies:
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F. The Office of Management and 
Enterprise Services shall file a 
quarterly report… listing, by 
agency, all increases in wages, 
salaries or rates of pay and any 
changes to title or classification of 
each employee.
-- 74 O.S. § 840-2.17 

OMES: “With the 
abrogation of the 
classified system…, 
the report is no 
longer needed.”
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When a State agency believes it is 
no longer required to deliver a report 

to the Legislature, even though the 
mandate continues to exist in State law, 

the agency should seek guidance and 
direction

 on the reporting requirement.
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Key Takeaways from Case Studies:



Report Requirements Can 
Easily Be Overlooked;  
Oversight is Needed to 
Ensure Compliance. 

Only about 10% of sampled agencies 
are in compliance with this 

requirement.

Each agency is required to describe 
how they verify the lawful presence 
of people who apply for public 
benefits. 
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A Report on Verifying Lawful Presence

I. Each state agency or department 
which administers any program of 
state or local public benefits shall 
provide an annual report… with 
respect to its compliance with the 
provisions of this section….
-- 56 O.S. § 71



Only about 10% of sampled agencies 
are in compliance with this 

requirement.

Each agency is required to describe 
how they verify the lawful presence 
of people who apply for public 
benefits. 
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Report Requirements Can 
Easily Be Overlooked;  
Oversight is Needed to 
Ensure Compliance. 
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Key Takeaways from Case Studies:
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“If state funds are utilized…, the 
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service shall provide the Speaker of the 
Oklahoma House of Representatives and 
the President Pro Tempore of the 
Oklahoma Senate a copy of any report or 
other document that it provides to the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture….”
-- 2 O.S. § 5-503
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States with Centralized Online Repository for Agency Reports 
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Peer State Practice: Assessing Continued Need for Reports

Texas’ “Report on 
Reports”

Reporting 
Assessment
• Repeal
• Duplicative
• Frequency
• Other

Excerpt from Texas Library and Archive Commission’s FY2025 Report of Reports
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Peer State Practice: Online Reporting Databases Provide for 
Transparency and Accountability

State Library of 
Florida
• Alerts when 

reports uploaded
• Index of required 

reports
• Report filtering 

metrics
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Peer State Practice: Online Reporting Databases Provide for 
Transparency and Accountability

Colorado General 
Assembly
• Searchable by 

policy + agency
• Links to prior 

iterations
• Review reporting 

requirements



40

Peer State Practice: Online Reporting Databases Provide for 
Transparency and Accountability

Utah State 
Legislature
• Links to statutory 

cites
• Tracks overdue 

reports
• Report filtering 

metrics



41

Opportunities for Improvement
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Suggestions from Agencies

“central clearing house”

“streamlining operations”

“single platform or portal”

“designated portal”

“notification… when 
deadlines are missed”

“comprehensive location”

“list of reports”“categorized repository… 
to search for reports”
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The Legislature may consider the following policy changes:
Summary of Policy Recommendations 

• Create a centralized filing system for reports statutorily required to be provided by 
agencies to the Legislature, to include the following functionality:
o An index of all statutorily required reports, sortable by agency name, policy area, 

title of law, and other information.
o The dates of the last submitted report and the due date of the next report.
o Notification to the statutorily-designated report recipients of when a report is 

submitted
o Confirmation of submission to the agency.
o A dashboard reflecting whether a report has been submitted or is overdue.

• Designate an agency or office of the Legislature to provide oversight of reports to 
ensure compliance by agencies.

• Create a process to periodically review the continued need for individual reports.
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